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MADELIA IN RETROSPECT 


Address delivered by Julius E. Haycraft, July 21, 1934, 
at the Third Decennial Madelia Homecoming. 


Madelia was incorporated as a village by special act of the 
Legislature in 1873. Prior to 1873 it was a hamlet or cluster of 
buildings constituting a part of the town of Madelia. The town, - 
including this hamlet, was a single election, assessment and 
municipal unit. The term “town” is used to designate a town- 
ship or rural district. 


The land where Madelia is located, in fact all of Minnesota 
west of the Mississippi river, has been under the control of two 
foreign nations—two monarchies, France and Spain. It was 
Louisiana territory, with New Orleans as the capital. France 
owned Louisiana by right of discovery and occupancy. By treaty 
ending the French and Indian wars in America, in 1763, France 
ceded it to Spain. Spain in 1803 ceded it back to France, at 
which time the United States purchased Louisiana of Napoleon, 
then in need of money in, his European wars, for the trifling sum 
of fifteen million dollars. Louisiana Territory was never owned 
or controlled by England. 


In 1812, the northern part of Louisiana was formed into the 
Territory of Missouri. In 1834, this northern portion, including 
that part of Minnesota west of the Mississippi, was made a part 
of the Territory of Michigan. In 1836 it became Wisconsin ter- 
ritory, and in 1838 a part of Iowa Territory. In 1849 it became a 
part of the newly formed Territory of Minnesota. The term is 
used in its governmental sense. Thus, this section has been a 
part of the territcries of Louisiana, Missouri, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Iowa and Minnesota. 


Minnesota Territory extended west to the Missouri river, over 
those parts of North and South Dakota lying east of that river. 


This section, while in Michigan and Wisconsin territory, con- 
stituted a part of Crawford county, with Prairie du Chien, now 
in Wisconsin and on the east bank of the Mississippi river, the 
county seat. In the Territory of Iowa, it was a part of Clayton 
county, Iowa, the now extinct town of Prairie La Port being the 
county seat. In the Territory of Minnesota, it was, in order of 
time, in Wabasha, Dakota, Blue Earth and Brown counties. The 
county seats of these counties in order were, and still are, Wa- 
basha, Hastings, Mankato and New Ulm. These were all ter- 
ritorial counties, The county of Watonwan was established after 
the admission of the state. The state was admitted May 11, 1858. 


Interest in the counties, to which this section belonged prior to 
1853, is rather speculative. Early in the year of 1853, the Trav- 
erse des Sioux treaty, negotiated in 1851, was ratified, thereby 
opening that richest section of Minnesota to white settlement. 
Prior to that treaty, all west of the Mississippi was Indian land. 
It was commonly known as “Suland”. There were no “settlers”, 
and but a few trappers and adventurers. It is probably true, 
however, that, had one trapper murdered another in that early 


however, that, had one trapper murdered another in that early 
period, and had it been discovered, and been thought necessary, 
or desirable, to punish the offender, he would have been taken to 
one of these county seats. 


A book could be written about the treaty of Traverse des 
Sioux. The treaty site, the place where the treaty was mainly 
negotiated, is at old Traverse des Sioux, just north of St. Peter. 
The site is marked and lies adjacent to Trunk Highway Number 
169. It is said to be the most important Indian treaty ever 
made in the United States. Most of Minnesota, west of the Mis- 
sissippi river, was Indian country prior to this treaty, including 
even that part of Minneapolis which lies west of the river. 

The town of Madelia predates Watonwan county. The town 


has a Brown county background and history. We should, there- 
fore, know something of Brown county while Madelia was a 
part. Brown county was established by act of the territorial Leg- 
islature, February 20, 1855, but not organized until] February 11, 
1856. 


Brown county originally was «4 very large county, extending 
from Blue Earth and Faribault counties westerly to the Missouri 
river, comprising a substantial part of the present state of South 
Dakota. Such cities as Sioux Falls, Mitchell, Yankton and 
Chamberlain, South Dakota, are in territory once a part of Brown 
county, Minnesota. New Ulm, as the county seat, was the cap- 
ital of a territory nearly half the size of the present state of 
Minnesota. Thirteen counties in Minnesota, excluding the 
present Brown county, have been formed from Brown 
county territory. How many have been established in that 
domain in South Dakota, I do not know. The act establishing 
Watonwan county made it conditional upon the consent of the 
voters of Brown county. With commendable generosity, the 
voters of that county gave such assent by a vote of 415 to 33. 


Brown county having five election districts, the county board in 
September, 1857 created a sixth. This sixth district comprised 
what is now the east tier of towns in Watonwan county, viz., 
Madelia, Fieldon and Antrim, and also included what is now Lin- 
den, in Brown county. The voting place was fixed at the house 
of Philander Hartshorn. Doubtless it seemed unnecessary to 
vrovide voting facilities for the remainder of the Watonwan coun- 
ty territory, and it may be assumed that any stray voters to the 
west were allowed to vote at the Hartshorn home. 


A plat of a townsite, called Madelia, was filed at New Ulm, the 
county seat of Brown county, on September 10, 1857, The town 
of Madelia had not been created. The townsite was just a part 
of Brown county. 


The town, as Stated, was platted as a townsite in 1857, and 
was mostly southwest of the present business portion on what is 
known locally as the “Flat”. It was platted by the then owners, 
Philander Hartshorn, Daniel Haire, Leander W. Sheppard, 
Stephen P. Benjamin and James M. Hudson. 


Hartshorn was known as Genera] Hartshorn, perhaps from a 
Mexican War service. Haire was born in England, and was a 
ship carpenter. Sheppard, a physician. Benjamin and Hudson 
were farmers. Hudson was an uncle of John and Cliff Sprague. 


Main street in that plat was well down on the Flat. What we 
know as Main street, the principal business street, at least that 
part west of Walker street, was surveyed and named Buck street. 
Buck street was named in honor of Daniel Buck, who was our 
first county attorney and our only non-resident one. He lived 
first at South Bend and then at Mankato. In later years he 
became an associate justice of the Supreme Court. He was 
long prominent in Blue Earth county affairs and late in life the 
author of a short history of the 1862 Indian outbreak. Most of 
this plat has been vacated and a small part replatted in 1917, as 
River View Park Addition. The names of the streets in this old 
plat are interesting. From north to south they are Buck, Harts- 
horn, Sheppard, Main, Haire, Abbott, Hopkins, Alden, Hudson, 
Sprague and River; and, from east to west, Walker, Gilbert, Cross, 
Broad, Wilson, Taylor, Pomeroy, Wood, Benjamin and Rutledge. 
The great majority of these streets honor a pioneer. 


“Townsite” does not signify the existence of a city, village or 
town. “Townsite” is another name for a phantom town. In the 
early settlement of Minnesota territory speculators went crazy 
“townsiting.” An interesting novel in this particular, and of 
early Minnesota history, is Edward Eggleston’s “Mystery of 
Metropolisville,” Metropolisville being old Canon City, near Fari- 
bault. It is estimated that, in the years 1855, 1856 and1857, 700 
of these paper townsites were platted, and into 300,000 lots. Many, 
or most, of these paper towns did not survive. Madelia, in part, 
and by additions on the northeast, and the coming of the rail- 
road in 1870, did. Speculators would pre-empt some land, or in 
some way acquire a semblance of title, and then plat a townsite. 
When the 1857 panic struck, with all its fury, “townsiting” ceas- 
ed. 


The town of Madelia, Brown county, was created in 1858. When 
Watonwan county was established in 1860, it became Town of 
Madelia, Watonwan county. In fact, it was all of Watonwan 
county. 


A special session of the territorial Legislature in 1857, author- 
ized county boards to divide counties into towns. The Brown 
county board refused to act under this law, contending that it 
was unconstitutional—that a territorial legislature could not act 
for a state not yet admitted. On August 13, 1858 a special ses- 
sion of the state Legislature empowered the governor to appoint 
special commissioners to divide the counties. Governor Henry 
H. Sibley appointed Joseph R. Brown, Jacob Brust and John Re- 
soft to divide Brown county. On October 15, 1858 the latter two, 
Brown not participating, filed a report, creating, among other 
towns, the town of Madelia. Its territory, as thus created, con- 
sisted what is now the east half of Watonwan county. By reso- 
lution of the Brown county board, adopted March 1, 1859, an 
equal amount of territory on the west was added. Thus at that 
time, and at the time Watonwan county was created, the limits 
of the town of Madelia were co-existent with the limits of Wa- 
tonwan county, All the towns in this county have been taken 
from the town of Madelia: Fieldon, Antrim, Riverdale, Rosendale, 
OUD ncn Nelson, St. James, Long Lake, Adrian, Butterfield 
an n. 


Watonwan county, with Madelia named as the county seat, was 


created by the Legislature on February 25, 1860, and by Chapter 
13, Special Laws of that year. It waS carved out of Brown 
county. The county was not organized until the spring of 1861. 
Jonathan T. Furber, Charles M. Pomeroy and Ole Jorgenson 
were named by Governor Alexander Ramsey to organize the 
county. 


Charles M. Pomeroy was from Gattaraugus county, New York. 
He came to this locality in 1855. Luther M. Pomeroy, his 
son, Still living here, is unquestionably our oldest living inhabi- 
tant. Charles Pomeroy, Junior, of Cleveland, North Dakota, 
another son, was one of the noted seven who affected the im- 
mediate capture of the Younger brothers, The elder Pomeroy 
was justice of the peace for about fifty years. Ole Jorgenson, 
born in Norway, settled in the late fifties on the South Branch 
of the Watonwan. Knute Jorgenson and George Jargenson were 
sons. His home was a stopping place for soldiers and a SO-_ 
called stockade during the Indian uprising. A boy was killed by 
the Indians at this home. Jonathan T. Furber was born in 
Kennebec county, state of Maine. He was an early settler of this 
community, and the second postmaster of the local post-office, 
then known as Wacapa. Mr. Furber commanded universal re- 
spect and affection. 


At the election in ithe fall of 1861 a new county board was 
elected, consisting of Salver Torgerson, Lewis Varwick and 
Thomas Rutledge. 


Not a great deal seems to be known about Torgerson and Var- 
wick. Neither was enumerated as a resident in the census of 
1857 cor the census of 1860. Thomas Rutledge, of Irish descent 
and birth, while enumerated in the 1860 census as a farmer, be- 
came a lawyer, and, with F. D. Joy, went to California in the late 
seventies. He became prominent in his practice in that state 
and served as a district court judge. 


The following county officers were also elected at that election, 
and with the above commissioners, enjoy the distinction of be- 
ing the first elective county officers: Auditor, Charles G. Mullen; 
register of deeds, Joseph Flanders; treasurer, Charles M. Pomeroy; 
judge of probate, John Travis; sheriff, John Chase; coroner, Not- 
to Jensen; and county attorney, Daniel Buck, of Mankato, Blue 
Earth county. It does not appear why a non-resident was elec- 
ted county attorney, nor does it appear that he was eligible to 
the office or that he qualified. 


Charles G. Mullen was a member of a prominent pioneer fam- 
ily, a son of Thomas Mullen and the father of Frank Mullen, of 
this town. He was a Civil War veteran, twice postmaster, and the 
first county auditor. John Travis was born in England. He was 
our first judge of probate and the third postmaster. He had 
a large family. His daughter, Lavina, became Mrs. R. M. Rich- 
ardson, and his daughter, Elizabeth, Mrs. O. F. Winnerstrand. 
John Chase moved to Blue Earth county, but near Madelia, where 
he farmed for many years. None of his descendents live in the 
Madelia vicinity. Notto Jensen, qa native of Norway, settled near 
the Jorgensons, on the South Branch. He volunteered as a 
soldier in the Civil war at Lincoln’s first call for volunteers. 


Watonwan county obtained its name from the river which 
flows through the county. The name, “Watonwan”, is a beauti- 
ful one. It is an Indian name and jis said to mean fish bait or 
where fish bait abounds. It is the writer’s hope that this name 
will never be changed. It is not known or claimed that the 
river ever had another name. It appears as “Watonwan” on 
Nicollet’s map, published in 1843, from observations made by that 
eminent explorer, assisted in part by General John C. Fremont, 
in 1837. Thus, for over One hundred years this stream has been 
known as the Watonwan river. Let the name stand as lf 1s. 


In 1862, BE. St. Julian Cox, of St. Peter, with his frontier aven- 
gers, built Fort Cox, at Madelia, to better protect the settlers 
from the Indians in Minnesota, who were at that time engaged 
in the greatest Indian massacre ever known on the North Am- 
erican continent. Fort Cox stood in what is now St. PauLstreet 
and a short distance northwest of the present Methodist church. 
The Fort was long since destroyed. But one relic remains: A 
window saved and donated by the mother of the writer to the 
Minnesota Historical Society, where it is now on exhibition. 


E. St. Julian Cox was a character, a man of marked ability, but 
of loose mora] habits. He became a district judge, but, due to 
those habits, was impeached by the Legislature. The impeach- 
ment proceedings, however, were by a Subsequent Legislature ex- 
punged. 


By special act of the Legislature, Chapter 3, Special Laws 1873, 
the village of Madelia was created. This act fixed the first Mon- 
day in April of that vear for the election of officers, and’ ap- 
pointed Nels Torsen, H. B. Wadsworth and George W. Yates as 
election judges. 


Nels Torsen was a native of Norway, an early settler and farm- 
er. H. B. Wadsworth, from York state and from Alleghany coun- 
ty. He was an early banker and money leaner. With the late C. 
D. Ash, he established the Minnesota Valley Bank, which after- 
ward became the State Bank of Madelia and recently the Citizens 
National Bank of Madelia. George W. Yates was aiso a New 
Yorker, and an early merchant. He was a brother of the late I. 
B. (Ike) Yates and of Bown W. Yates, who was a long time post- 
master of Madelia. 


The election was held as scheduled, and the following officers 
were elected: Trustees: W. R. Marvin, Joseph Flanders and H. C. 
King; clerk, F. D. Joy; and justices of the peace, A Frizzell and 
Walter Ayres. C.D. Ash was appointed commissioner of high- 
ways, and A. (Ek) Connor, marshall. Marvin became president of 
the council, and is therefore, the first mayor of the village, as that 
term is loosely used in application to the president of the coun- 
cil. 


W. R. Marvin was a furniture dealer. He came to Madelia 
from Garden City. In the late eighties he moved to Spokane, 
Washington. Henry C. King, as did his partner, John M. Robb, 
came from Gibson county, Indiana. Mr. King was a merchant 
and later a stock buyer. F. D. Joy was born at Racine, Wis- 
consin. He was a lawyer and moved to California in 1876 or 


1877, where he became quite successful in the practice of his pro- 
fession. Frizzell and Ayres do not seem to have been long res- 
idents of Madelia or unusually prominent. Mrs. Frizzell was a 
milliner. C.D. Ash was a pioneer, a money loaner and a man 
of considerable wealth. As noted, with H. B. Wadsworth, he 
founded the Minnesota Valley Bank. His daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Seymour, lives in Madelia. Mr. Ash came from Grafton county, 
Nw Hi, 


The village, as created by the 1873 act, included the old town- 
site, consisting of the northwest quarter of section 27, a small 
part of the southwest quarter and a small tract in section 28, al- 
so the additional territory of the northeast quarter of Section 27, 
all lying south of Main street, and all of the south half of sec- 
tion 22, being all that part of the village north of Main street. 
Prior to the 1873 act this additional territory was neither village 
nor townsite. 


Pursuant to Chapter 73, Laws 1883, and at an election held on 
August 19, 1884, the village was reorganized. The vote was 51 
for reorganization to one against. The officials at that election 
were W. H. Witham, H. C. King and Joseph Flanders, as trus- 
tees, and C. (Judge) Cooley, clerk. In 1911, by vote at a special 
election, the village became subject to the general laws of the 
State, as contained in the Revised Laws of 1905. ‘There has been 
no change since. 


It is well settled that the town was named in honor of Ma- 
delia Hartshorn, a daughter of General Hartshorn, who was one 
of the early settlers and part owner of the townsite. A street, 
Hartshorn street, one block south and paralleling Main or Buck 
street, bears his name. Madelia is a reconstruction of the name 
Madelene. 


Madelia, as all know, is situate on the Watonwan river. An 
early historian says of this location: “There is not a more beau- 
tiful townsite in Minnesota west of Mankato. It is on a dry 
plateau affording a fine view of the Watonwan above and be- 
low the town for a long distance, with beautiful groves of tim- 
ber on its banks, and the groves around the lakes east and 
north.” 


There have been Several additional plats, constituting so-called 
additions: Flanders’ First Addition, in 1870; Flanters’ Second Ad- 
dition, in 1872; and Flanders’ Park Addition, in 1886. These ad- 
ditions were platted and named for Joseph Flanders. The park 
north of the schoolhouse block in the last addition was donated 
as such by Mr. Flanders. His first and second additions adjoin 
Main street on the south and extend from the easterly limits to 
Walker street. Flanders Park Addition is in the extreme north- 
east part of the village. 


Haycraft Addition was platted in 1870, adjoins Main street on 
the north and extends from New Ulm street to Watonwan street, 
or the schoolhouse block. This addition was platted by Stephen 
P. Haycraft. Its owner also platted Haycraft’s Second Addition, 
Railroad Addition and other subdivisions lying north of his first 
addition. These plats were made from time to time, and in the 
years 1871, 1878, 1888, 1894 and 1895. 


Gilbert’s First Addition was platted in 1872 and 1875 and his 
Second Addition in 1895. These were platted by Harrison P. Gil- 
bert. The First Addition, is north of Main street and west of 
New Ulm street. The Second Addition was north of the railroad, 
is sparsely settled and has been vacated. Sylvester’s Addition is- 
a small tract and really a part of Gilbert’s First Addition. It was 
platted by Charles C. Slyvester in 1894. 


Cheney’s Addition was platted by J. N. Cheney in 1886, and lies 
south of Flander’s Second Addition, and in the east part of the 
village. Nicholson’s Subdivision, 1897, is small in area and a 
part of the Cheney Addition. The writer, before his admission 
to the bar, prepared the Nicholson plat. 


Johanni and Torgrimson’s Addition was platted in 1894, and 
lies in the east part of town and south of Main street. It was 
platted by John Johanni and John Torgrimson. 


Benton and Cooley’s Addition, “Millerville,” is in the extreme 
southeast part of the village and near the river. It was platted 
by A. H. Benton and Charles Cooley in 18389. 


In 1896 there was filed an unauthorized plat, known as Haynes’ 
Plat, made by A. M. Haynes, of Mankato. It included the en- 
tire village and gave letter description to unplatted tracts. Oth- 
er than the Haynes plat, the schoolhouse block, on which these 
exercises are held, was never platted. 


None of these men, except John Torgrimson, now living in 
Los Angeles, California, once so conspicuous in loca] affairs, sur- 
vive. Flanders is usually known as the father of Madelia. He 
was a native of Belknap county, New Hampshire, our first bank- 
er and first register of deeds. He was also at one time post- 
master. The Flanders hotel and the Flanders block were built by 
him. He donated a public park. He has left an imprint on 
Madelia history excelled by ngne. Stephen P. Haycraft came 
from Macoupin county, Illinois. He was a farmer, a drayman 
and a religious enthusiast. Financially unsuccessful Harrison 
P. Gilbert was a native of Franklin county, Maine. He was an 
early settler, a man of strong character and sterling worth. He 
will long be remembered in local history. Like Gilbert, Charles 
C. Sylvester was also from the state of Maine. He was qa farmer 
in Fieldon township for many years. J. N. Cheney was born in 
Windham county, Vermont. He was a pioneer merchant in 
Garden City, and came to Madelia, as a merchant, in early days. 
John Johanni was gq _ native of Switzerland, a territorial 
pioneer and g Civil War veteran. His son, Ulrich, lives in Ma- 
delia. John Torgrimson was a native Minnesotan, and for a short 
time engaged in the implement business in Madelia. A. H. 
Benton, an early banker, was born at Bridgeport, Connecticut. He 
was the father of the late Andrew Benton, and of Ward Benton, 
of Minneapolis. Judge Cooley, a lawyer, was born at Bel Air, 
Maryland. He was of a prominent southern family. He and 
Doctor C. O. Cooley were cousins. The married sisters, Jennie 
and Nellie Goddard. Andrew J. Nicholson came from Wiscon- 
sin. He was a Civil War veteran, and lived on a farm for many 
years east of Madelia. 


The Madelia school district was at first, of course, a common 
school district, as independent districts at that time ‘did not ex- 
ist. I have been unable to learn the extent of the original terri- 
tory of the common schoo] district. But it is safe to say it was 
large, perhaps at first as large as the town. 


The district was made Independent Schoo] District Number 1, 
of Watonwan county, about 1880, and became a high school in 
1886. Governor W.S. Hammond was the first superintendent, and 
the first class graduated in 1889. The members of this class 
were: Zina R. Cheney, Earle H. Drake, William A, Mullen, Frank 
L. Mullen, Edgar Bisbee, Nellie Estes ‘and Georgia Murphy. The 
first brick and stone school building, Still in use, was built in 
1892; the second, to the east, in 1913. The district is 8,080 acres 
in extent, and includes the entire village and rural territory on 
every side. 


According to information furnished, the following are the 
Superintendents of the high school, with the dates of service: 

W. S. Hammond—1886-1890. 

W. H. Fort—1890-1892. 

M. H. Robinson—1892-1896. 

G. D. Knopp—1896-1902. 

I. A. Thorson—1902-1904. 

H. L. Brown—1904-1905. 

J. L. TorrensS—1905-1908. 

H, G. Childs—1908-1910. 

L. J. Farmer—i910-1912. 

S. B. Davis—1912-1916. 

J. C. Straley—1916-1920. 

C. Edward Bell—1920-1934. 


The first official count of the people of the village was by the 
state census of 1875. It was 355. Charles M. Pomeroy, asses- 
sor, acted as census enumerator. As all know, there is a federal 
census at the end of each decade, thus, 1900, 1910, 1920, and a 
state census every ten years, as follows, 1875, 1885 and soon. Al- 
though the constitution of the state specifically provides for 
such censuses, none were taken in 1915 or 1925. Preparatory to 
statehood, a special census was taken by the federal govern- 
ment, in October, 1857. A photostatic copy of that census, as 
well as that of 1860, is on display in connection with this Home- 
coming event. It will be noted that the word “Madelia” does not 
appear in the 1857 census. It is enumerated as the sixth pre- 
cinct of Brown county, consisting, as stated, of Madelia, Fiel- 
don es Antrim, in Watonwan county, and Linden, in Brown 
county. 


The population, in 1860, of Madelia, consisting of all Waton- 
wan county, was 194; in 1865, of the whole county, 294; in 1870, 
of Madelia town, as it now ’ exists, 675. Henry Meyerding, an 
early German pioneer, of Brown county, took the 1857 census, 
as assistant (U. S.) marshall; Francis Baasen, also of that coun- 
ty, the 1860 census, and as assistant (U. S.) marshall. Captain 
W. W. Murphy was the enumerator in the 1870 census. The 
name of the enumerator in 1865 is not known. 


The following shows the population of the village in each 
census and the name of the census enumerator: 


Year Population Enumerator 
1875 355 C. M. Pomeroy 

1880 489 Benjamin C. Sanborn 
1885 561 C. G. Mullen 

1890 852 Clarence O. Nicholson 
1895 1185 Julius E. Haycraft 
1900 1272 John N. Matland 

1905 1290 A. J, Frambach 

1910 1273 Alfred Massey . 

1920 1447 Mrs. Emma C. Hoiosen 
1930 1397 Mrs. Emma C. Hoiosen 


It will be noted that the first twenty years shows a rapid, 
steady growth. Since then the population has been substantially 
stationary. 


The 1860 census is interesting. According to this census, there 
was not a doctor, dentist, lawyer, merchant, editor or minister of 
the gospel in the county, nor is any one listed as a public officer. 
Utopia! “A place where every prospect pleases and only man is 
vile.” No doubt a minister of the gospel, however, could have 
been uSed to advantage. The richest man in the county was 
Daniel Haire, who is shown tO own property of the value. of 
$3,275.00. The total value of privately owned property in the 
county, real and personal, was $32,700.00. 


The post-office, when first established, at this point, July 30, 
1857, was given the name Wacapa, Brown county, Minnesota. 
Philander Harsthorn was named as the first postmaster. On 
March 22, 1860 the name was changed from Wacapa to Madelia. 
The following are the postmasters, with the dates of their ap- 
pointments: 


Philander Hartshorn—July 30, 1857. 
Jonathan T. Furber—September 9, 1858. 
John Travis—March 1, 1860. 

Charles G. Mullen—February 27, 1862. 
Milton E. Mullen—May 19, 1863. 
Joseph Flanders—August 29, 1864. 
Chas. L. Richardson—May 28, 1868, 
Bown G. Yates—April 12, 1869. 

Chas. W. Kendall—January 28, 1884. 
Carl Scott—May 14, 1887. 

Chas. G. Mullen—November 27, 1889. 
Frank J. Gove—February 13, 1895. 
Julius E. Haycraft—January 27, 1899. 
Julia M. Holley—December 13, 1910. 
Edwin L. Gove—January 26, 1915. 
Torstein M. Teigum—December 19, 1923. 


Some, but by no means all, of the important events in Madelia’s 
history are: The Indian outbreak in 1862 and the building of 
Fort Cox; the coming of the railroad in 1870; the grasshopper 
devastation in the seventies; the capture of the noted crim- 
inals, the Younger brothers, on September 21, 1876, by Madelia 
men; the Fisher-Davis trial; the fire in the late seventies, which 
burned the Brown-Ekstrom store and other buildings, in the 


block where the Farmers Insurance building now stands; the 
Cheney store fire in the eighties, on one of the county fair dates. 
This store stood on the corner of St. Paul and Main streets, on 
the site now occupied by the Larson store. The Catholic church 
fire, the early morning of January 2, 1893. And the Cone liv- 
ery Stable fire, in May, 1902. The creamery building, facing Hay- 
craft street, is on the location of the Cone barn. War activities 
in the Civil War, Spanish-American War, in 1898, and the great 
World War, in 1917 and 1918. 


Nothing, however, will live longer in local history than the his- 
toric and fierce county seat fights between Madelia and St. 
James. Madelia held the capital from the formation of the 
county until 1878. That year she was outvoted by St. James and 
the fast settling western part of the county. Several chapters, 
tragic, humorous, humane and otherwise interesting, could be 
written about these contests. 


The so-called court-house was the brick building, on the south 
Side of Main street, west of the Flanders, now the Noonan, hotel. 
It was built in 1872 by Joseph Flanders. After the removal of 
the county seat to St. James, it was known as the Flanders block, 
and the old court-room as Flanders hall, or the “opra-house”’. 
The upper story, the court room portion, is now owned and occu- 
pied by the local Odd Fellows lodge. The Estes building, on 
the corner of Main and New Ulm streets, still standing and in 
use, was also built in 1872, and is said to be the first brick build- 
ing in the county. Early records, in the office of the clerk of 
court, show that a special term of court was called by Judge 
Waite, of Mankato, to be heid at the court-house, in Madelia, on 
March 19, 1872, for the trial of jury cases, for Watonwan, Cotton- 
wood, Murray and Pipestone counties. 


Referring again to the capture of the Younger brothers, the 
seven who accomplished the immediate surrender were Captain 
W. W. Murphy; Sheriff James Glispin; T. L. Vought, then pro- 
prietor of the Flanders hotel; Ben Rice, son of the late state 
senator, W. D. Rice; George A. Bradford; Charles Pomeroy; and 
James Severson. The courage of these men has rarely been 
excelled. Although fifty-eight years have elapsed, two of the 
seven survive, Bradford, of Portland, Oregon, and Pomeroy, of 
Cleveland, North Dakota. 


W.-W. Murphy was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Westmore- 
_land county. From that state he enlisted in the Civil War, as a 
second-lieutenant. He was discharged as captain. His war 
record was brilliant. In 1872 he represented Watonwan county 
in the Legislature. His was the leading spirit in compelling 
the surrender of these distinguished outlaws. T. L. Vought was 
also a Civil War veteran. He was born in Wayne county, New 
York, and came to the state soon after the close of the war. 
Bradford was for many years engaged in the mercantile business 
in Madelia, and for’a long period clerk of the district court of 
the county. Severson was an exceedingly young man in 1876. 
He attended the Homecoming in 1924, but passed away soon aft- 
erward. Pomeroy and Rice have been mentioned above. 


The first resident of Watonwan. county, to represent that coun- 
ty in the Legislature, was B. O. Kempfer. He was a member of 
the house of representatives, in the session of 1862. Mr. Kemp- 
fer was born in York county, Pennsylvania, and came to the 
state in 1857. 


Madelia village has existed, as a village, for sixty-one years; 
Watonwan county, for seventy-three years; the town of Madelia, 
both in Brown and Watonwan counties, for seventy-six years; 
and Madelia, by name, from the filing of the townsite plat, sev- 
enty-seven years. 


In a condensed history, such as this, there are of necessity 
many omissions. Omissions of those, who, by their prominence 
and public service, are entitled to specific mention. I know that. 
Neither time nor space, however, permit. 


This is another example of what your County Historical Society 
is doing to preserve and distribute the story of early events in 
our history. By reprinting some of these old stories and making 
them available to all of you at nominal cost, we feel that we are 
performing one of the important functions for which we are 


organized and for which we are maintained. 


The Board of Directors 
Watonwan County Historical Society 
January 1, 1981 
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